
 

 

RTD names Pauletta Tonilas as new Assistant General Manager of 
Communications 

 
Industry veteran now serves as LA Metro’s Chief Communications Officer 

 
DENVER (Jan. 8, 2019) – The Regional Transportation District (RTD) has selected Pauletta 
Tonilas as the transit agency’s next Assistant General Manager of Communications, following 
an extensive national recruitment. Tonilas is a transportation industry veteran and brings more 
than 30 years of communications expertise, experience and leadership honed in two major 
metropolitan regions. She is currently the Chief Communications Officer of the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, where she has served for three and a half years. 
Tonilas assumes her new role with RTD on Feb. 4.  
 
“I am pleased to have Pauletta on board to lead the important work of our communications 
team,” said Dave Genova, CEO and general manager of RTD. “The breadth of knowledge she 
brings from her tenure at LA Metro, combined with her past experience at RTD, will strengthen 
our ability to connect with the community we serve.” 
 
In her current role at LA Metro, Tonilas supervises more than 300 employees, administers an 
$80 million budget and has responsibility for all Metro communications, including media, public 
relations, community relations, art and design, marketing, customer care and government 
relations. Among her accomplishments at Metro was leading the development and 
implementation of the Measure M public education program that contributed to the 71 percent 
voter approval of the $120 billion sales tax ballot measure in 2016. 
 
Prior to her arrival in Los Angeles, Tonilas held progressively responsible roles at RTD during a 
pivotal time for the agency, including during the launch of the multibillion-dollar FasTracks 
transit expansion plan. Over 12 years, she served as Senior Manager of Public Relations and 
Public Information, Public Information Manager for FasTracks and Public Information Manager 
for the Transportation Expansion (T-REX) Project, a $1.67 billion light rail and highway 
expansion with the Colorado Department of Transportation to upgrade transportation in the 
Denver metro region’s southeast corridor. 
 
Tonilas previously served as Public Information Officer for the City of Englewood, and worked 
as a television news anchor and reporter at WOI-TV in Des Moines, Iowa. She earned a 
bachelor of arts in technical journalism, with a broadcast news concentration, from Colorado 
State University. 
 
“I am excited to return to Colorado at a time when the Denver region is changing rapidly, and 
RTD leaders and their regional partners collaborate on how to think differently about meeting 
the diverse mobility needs of the public,” Tonilas said. “I have always been passionate about the 
great work that RTD has done as a trailblazer in the industry, and I look forward to contributing 
to the continued transportation transformation across the region. As the future places high 
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demands on our agency, RTD’s role in connecting people and connecting with people has never 
been more important.” 
 
ABOUT RTD 
The Regional Transportation District develops, operates and maintains a public transportation 
system that meets the transit needs of close to 3 million people within an eight-county service 
area in the Denver Metro region. The agency’s buses, rail lines, shuttles and additional services 
provide approximately 100 million annual passenger trips. For more information, visit rtd-
denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and follow along on social media: www.facebook.com/RideRTD, 
@RideRTD on Twitter, @ridertd on Instagram and rideRTDco on YouTube. 
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