
 

 

Speed appears to be primary factor in R Line incident 
 

RTD and Aurora continue working to finalize investigation 
 
DENVER (Feb. 15, 2019) – As the Regional Transportation District (RTD) and the City of Aurora 
Police Department continue to investigate the Jan. 28 light rail accident that resulted in serious 
injuries to multiple passengers, RTD has determined that the speed of the train approaching a 
curve at Sable Boulevard appears to be the primary factor of the derailment.  
 
The specific light rail vehicle and relevant infrastructure involved were examined thoroughly with 
the oversight of the vehicle manufacturer, Siemens, and determined to be safe.  
 
The human element is a factor in operating transit, which is why RTD has a rigid and extensive 
training process for bus and rail operators that takes into account a variety of safety issues. 
Light rail operators are trained to slow their trains when approaching sharp turns on the track. 
Since it was found that this operator was not following safety protocol, RTD has terminated the 
operator.  
 
At the time of the incident, the train operator of the southbound R Line train entering the 
accident area acted as trained in an emergency situation and stopped the train to avoid any 
further incident. 
 
“This unfortunate incident is troubling to me and the whole RTD organization, which is 
committed to providing safe service every day,” said RTD General Manager and CEO David 
Genova. “This is an extremely rare situation that we have never experienced in RTD’s nearly 25 
years of light rail operation, and we’re doing all we can to ensure it doesn’t happen again.”  
 
Elements of RTD’s investigation have included vehicle inspection, accident reconstruction and 
computer simulations by the manufacturer. Such actions allow RTD to better understand how 
the accident occurred.  
 
RTD will continue to provide updates as the investigation unfolds and more information 
becomes available.  
 
ABOUT RTD 
The Regional Transportation District celebrates 50 years of service this year. The transit agency 
develops, operates and maintains a public transportation system that meets the need of close to 
3 million people within an eight-county service area in the Denver Metro region. The agency’s 
buses, rail lines, shuttles and additional services provide 100 million annual passenger trips. For 
more information, visit rtd-denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and follow along on social media: 
www.facebook.com/RideRTD, on Twitter @Ridertd, @ridertd on Instagram and rideRTDco on 
YouTube.  
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