
 

 

RTD and Denver receive approvals to implement quiet zones on 
sections of the University of Colorado A Line 

 
Quiet zones will be in place on nine crossings by March 1 

 
DENVER (Feb. 8, 2019) – The Regional Transportation District (RTD) and the City and County 
of Denver have reached another milestone on the operation of commuter rail along the 
University of Colorado A Line. Quiet zones will be established in the Denver section of the line 
starting March 1 on. This means that RTD’s commuter rail trains and freight trains along the line 
will not routinely use their horns when approaching crossings. 
 
RTD received approvals from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) on a waiver for 
constant warning times at the nine crossings in Denver. Additionally, the City and County of 
Denver has filed the Notice of Establishment for quiet zones – the formal process required by 
the FRA before quiet zones can be implemented. These two actions together pave the way for 
quiet zones.  
 
Successful ongoing collaboration between RTD, Denver Transit Partners (DTP) and the City 
and County of Denver made this possible.  
 
“This news is significant for RTD, Denver metro residents, our riders and partners,” said RTD 
General Manager and CEO David Genova. “So much effort has gone into getting to this point. I 
want to thank our community for their patience and support and for the collaboration of all of our 
partners. This is yet another step forward in our effort to be transformative to the Denver metro 
area, acting as a transportation innovator and mobility integrator.” 
 
“We’ve been working with RTD to make sure the A Line enhances our residents’ quality of life 
by pushing to limit the noise that may be detrimental to those who live, work or stay near the 
corridor,” said Mayor Hancock, “The A Line is an important connector between homes and jobs, 
education, recreation and more, providing access to equity for these neighborhoods and the 
residents who live there.” 
 
Train operators will continue to use train horns under circumstances that require additional 
safety precautions. Gates, lights and bells will continue to activate and sound at crossings, as a 
warning to car and pedestrian traffic at the crossings. RTD, FRA and the City of Aurora continue 
to work through the process for establishing quiet zones on the two remaining crossings located 
in Aurora.  
 
This news comes during a week of progress for RTD on its commuter rail lines. On Wednesday, 
RTD received approval for extended testing on the G Line that will help the agency certify 
positive train control (PTC), which is required on commuter rail lines. The G Line was also 
added to the existing long-term waiver from the FRA for the University of Colorado A Line and B 
Line. These represent substantial landmarks in the approval process, which includes several 



 

 

additional steps at both the federal and state levels leading up to RTD opening the G Line for 
service.  
 
RTD is the first transit agency in the country to implement PTC from the ground up, which is 
laying the groundwork for how the transit industry will implement this cutting edge technology 
moving forward.  
 
For additional updates, visit rtd-denver.com. 
 
ABOUT RTD 
The Regional Transportation District celebrates 50 years of service this year. The transit agency 
develops, operates and maintains a public transportation system that meets the need of close to 
3 million people within an eight-county service area in the Denver Metro region. The agency’s 
buses, rail lines, shuttles and additional services provide 100 million annual passenger trips. For 
more information, visit rtd-denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and follow along on social media: 
www.facebook.com/RideRTD, on Twitter @Ridertd, @ridertd on Instagram and rideRTDco on 
YouTube.  
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