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RTD celebrates a quarter century of light rail 
service 

Today marks 25th anniversary of Central Rail Line opening in 1994 

DENVER (Oct. 7, 2019) – The Regional 
Transportation District (RTD) is celebrating a 
quarter century of light rail service in the metro 
Denver region today. The agency’s first rail 
line, the 5.3-mile Central Rail Line, opened 25 
years ago, offering a vital connection between 
the Five Points neighborhood and downtown 
Denver. 

To thank the public for its help in making RTD 
light rail a success, the transit agency will host 
customer appreciation events at the two 
original endpoint stations for the Central Rail 
Line, now known as the D Line. RTD staff will 
be providing riders with special commemorative buttons. 

What: Rider appreciation events, 25th anniversary of light rail 
When: 6:30-8:30 a.m. today 
Where: 30th & Downing and I-25 & Broadway stations 

As the first light rail line in RTD’s system, the Central Rail Line served as the catalyst 
for a new mode of transportation across the metro area, proving so popular that RTD 
had to order more light rail cars to accommodate the volume of people who wanted 
to ride. 

In January 2018, RTD split the operation of the D Line into two lines: the current D 
Line, which provides service between downtown Denver and Littleton; and the L 
Line, which travels between downtown Denver and the Five Points and River North 



neighborhoods. These changes offered service that is better tailored to the two 
different segments and increased reliability along Denver’s Welton Street. 

Over the past 25 years, RTD’s rail system has grown to include close to 100 miles of 
track, with eight light rail lines, three commuter rail lines and one forthcoming 
commuter rail line, the N Line, which RTD aims to open next year. 

“The overwhelming success of this inaugural rail line laid the path for notable 
projects that serve hundreds of thousands of people every day, including the 
Southwest and Southeast rail lines, our FasTracks transit expansion program, the 
redevelopment of Civic Center Station and Denver Union Station, and the 
introduction of commuter rail service to the region,” said RTD General Manager and 
CEO Dave Genova. “Every single person who has stepped onto our trains has played 
a part in this important milestone. As our agency plans for the future, we will 
continue to look to the public’s input and ideas to determine where we go next.” 

ABOUT RTD 
The Regional Transportation District celebrates 50 years of service this year. The 
transit agency develops, operates and maintains a public transportation system that 
meets the need of close to 3 million people within an eight-county service area in the 
Denver Metro region. The agency’s buses, rail lines, shuttles and additional services 
provide 100 million annual passenger trips. For more information, visit rtd-
denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and follow along on social 
media:www.facebook.com/RideRTD, on Twitter @Ridertd, @ridertd on Instagram 
and rideRTDco on YouTube. 

 

 
Picture of a light rail train on opening day at the 
I-25 & Broadway Station. 

 

 

	

 


