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RTD has concerns with senate bill that would 
alter how agency is governed 

RTD looks forward to collaborating with legislators to ensure the bill 
benefits the community 

DENVER (Jan. 28, 2020) – Members of the Colorado Legislature today introduced a 
bill that would significantly alter how the Regional Transportation District (RTD) is 
governed and managed, raising agency concerns that the proposed changes would 
add layers of bureaucracy and divert crucial resources from transit improvements. 

SB20-151 is sponsored by State Senators Jack Tate and Robert Rodriquez, and State 
Representatives Dominque Jackson and Colin Larson. 

“We look forward to our continuing partnership with RTD as we work together to 
ensure this legislation reflects what is best for the people we all serve,” said Sen. 
Tate. 

RTD has been in discussions with legislators on proposed changes to the agency, 
including sharing a number of suggestions on how to make the bill as effective as 
possible. 

“We look forward to continuing to work with our legislative partners to ensure than 
any bill that moves forward includes productive components that enhance RTD’s 
ability to serve our customers,” said Angie Rivera-Malpiede, RTD Board chair. 
“However, we’re disappointed that none of our comments or recommendations were 
included in the bill.” 

RTD Board members and staff have several concerns with the bill as it is currently 
written:   

• Proposed changes to RTD’s Americans with Disabilities compliance: 



• RTD is already in compliance with ADA laws and collaborates with the ADA 
community, including having two working ADA committees made up of 
members from the ADA community. Working group accomplishments include 
sliding doors in the bus concourse at Denver Union Station, better designs for 
Access-a-Ride vans and input on the design of 16th Street Mall for ADA 
compliance. 

• RTD developed an accessibility review process for every installation or 
relocation among more than 3,000 bus stops. 

• Buses and light rail cars now provide more space for wheelchairs to 
maneuver on and off the vehicles. 

• Amending the way service standards are implemented in the service planning 
process. 

o RTD is conducting a Reimagine RTD effort that has an advisory 
committee of elected officials and key stakeholders who are already 
helping provide input and insights on future RTD service. 

• Extra requirements to report to the Transportation Legislation Review 
Committee (TLRC) 

o RTD already prepares a comprehensive report on RTD to the TLRC. 
• Adding two additional appointed voting members (appointed by the 

Governor) to the 15-member elected board of directors. 
o These appointments could set precedence for other constituencies to 

request representation on the Board. 
• Adding two ex-officio members to the Board of Directors (state treasurer and 

executive director of the Colorado Department of Transportation). 
o RTD already works closely with both organizations. 

• Requiring additional audits of the agency. 
o RTD already undergoes at least 13 financial external audits and 

numerous internal audits annually. The state auditor already has the 
authority to audit RTD as often as they choose through the existing 
RTD legislation. 

There are elements of the bill that RTD supports: 

• Requiring RTD to comply with Amendment 41 requirements, which RTD 
already does. The amendment places restrictions on gifts given to officials. 

• Striking the fare box recovery requirement in current statue. 
RTD had limited time to provide the bill sponsors with responses on the bill language, 
but last week RTD staff and Board members did share comprehensive information on 
concerns and efforts that RTD already implements. RTD will continue to work 
collaboratively with its legislative partners with hopes of implementing policy that 



strengthens the agency’s ability to deliver transit in an effective, safe and efficient 
manner.   

ABOUT RTD The Regional Transportation District develops, operates and maintains 
a public transportation system that meets the transit needs of close to 3 million 
people within an eight-county service area in the Denver Metro region. RTD’s buses, 
rail lines, shuttles and additional services provide approximately 100 million annual 
passenger trips. For more information, visit rtd-denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and 
follow along on social media: www.facebook.com/RideRTD,  
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