
NEWS RELEASE 
RTD’s interim leader, Paul Ballard, 
starts Monday 

A national search is underway for the agency’s 
permanent general manager and CEO 

DENVER (Feb. 21, 2020) – The Regional 
Transportation District (RTD)’s interim General 
Manager and CEO, Paul Ballard, begins his new role 
Monday. 

Ballard – who retired last year as CEO from Trinity 
Metro, which serves the city of Fort Worth, Texas, 
and its suburbs – takes the reins from Heather 
McKillop, RTD’s chief financial officer. McKillop has 
served as RTD’s acting interim general manager and 
CEO since Dave Genova retired last month after 26 
years with the agency. 

Ballard most recently had been advising the 
Secretary of Transportation’s office for the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation on its efforts 
to begin and expand commuter rail in that state. Prior 
to his work in Texas, Ballard served as CEO of the 
Nashville MTA and Regional Transportation Authority 
of Middle Tennessee. He has served as a general 
manager, CEO or president of public- and private-
sector transit systems for four-plus decades. 

With RTD, Ballard will earn an annual salary of 
$350,000 and receive customary benefits, including 
relocation expenses, in alignment with RTD’s policy 
for executive management. 

A nationwide recruitment for RTD’s next permanent 
general manager and CEO is underway. 
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ABOUT RTD 
The Regional Transportation District develops, operates and maintains a public transportation system that 
meets the transit needs of close to 3 million people within an eight-county service area in the Denver 
Metro region. RTD’s buses, rail lines, shuttles and additional services provide approximately 100 million 
annual passenger trips. For more information, visit rtd-denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and follow along on 
social media: www.facebook.com/RideRTD, @RideRTD on Twitter, @ridertd on Instagram 
and rideRTDco on YouTube. For the most current RTD news, visit the News Stop, at rtd-
denver.com/news-stop. 
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