
NEWS RELEASE 
RTD names Melanie J. Snyder as new General 
Counsel 
Experienced leader served as Chief of Staff, Chief Deputy Attorney General with 
the Colorado Attorney General’s Office 

DENVER (June 4, 2020) – The Regional Transportation District (RTD) has 
selected Melanie J. Snyder as the transit agency’s next General Counsel, following 
a national recruitment. Snyder brings over 15 years of experience representing and 
advising a variety of clients in both the public and private sectors, including more 
than a decade of distinguished service with the Colorado Attorney General’s Office, 
most recently as chief deputy attorney general. She assumes RTD’s chief legal role 
on June 8. 

“What was especially impressive about Melanie was her consistent upward mobility 
in the attorney general’s office and the trust they put in her with increasing 
responsibilities,” said RTD Chief Executive Officer and General Manager Paul 
Ballard. “We look forward to her joining the RTD team and bringing her expertise 
and leadership abilities to the agency.” 

As Chief Deputy Attorney General and Chief of Staff at the attorney general’s 
office, Snyder spent four years overseeing the largest law firm in the state. She 
managed approximately 500 employees, including 280 attorneys, and a budget of 
approximately $83 million. Snyder supervised all civil litigation and investigations 
for the state, including coordination with multistate and federal partners, and 
enforcement of consumer protection, cybersecurity and data privacy, consumer 
credit, and federal and state antitrust laws. She also oversaw general counsel and 
transactional advice to all executive and judicial branch agencies, boards and 
commissions, and statewide elected officials; coordinated legal policy and ethics 
compliance; and served as intergovernmental liaison. 

In progressively responsible roles over the last decade, Snyder advised clients on 
novel and controversial matters and took on complex and high-profile litigation. She 
was recognized for her work with the Attorney General’s Maurice Knaizer 
Distinguished Service Award in 2018 and Exceptional Performance awards in 2011 
and 2014. 

Prior to joining the attorney general’s office, Snyder practiced commercial litigation 
at two Denver firms: Koncilja & Associates PC, and Sherman & Howard LLC. She 
has significant expertise in business operations and continuity, process 
improvement, public relations and community engagement. 

Snyder received her J.D. from the University of San Diego School of Law and 
bachelor’s degrees in political science and psychology from the University of 
Arizona. She was born and raised in Arizona and married a Colorado native. 
Together, they have two children. 

“Public service is important to me, and I feel like this is where you can really make 
a difference,” Snyder said. “It is an exciting time for transportation, which carries 
impacts from commerce to the environment. I am looking forward to leading RTD’s 
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legal team as we assist the agency in carrying out its critical mission, which serves 
so many people every day.” 

As General Counsel, Snyder succeeds Acting General Counsel Jenifer Ross-
Amato and, before her, Rolf Asphaug, who retired in February. 
	

ABOUT RTD 
The Regional Transportation District develops, operates and maintains a public transportation system 
that meets the transit needs of close to 3 million people within an eight-county service area in the 
Denver Metro region. RTD’s buses, rail lines, shuttles and additional services provide approximately 
100 million annual passenger trips. For more information, visit rtd-denver.com, call 303-299-6000 and 
follow along on social media: www.facebook.com/RideRTD, @RideRTD on Twitter, @ridertd on 
Instagram and rideRTDco on YouTube. For the most current RTD news, visit the News Stop, at rtd-
denver.com/news-stop. 
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